Minutes Of Newton Trust Meeting 25th February 2025
Present: Phil Taylor (Chair), Lee Parker, Paul Devlin, Shiona Shipp, Louise Evers, John Hughes.
	1. 
	Apologies 
	Dave Crimmin

	2. 
	Declaration of interest 
	None

	3. 
	Minutes of previous meeting
	Agreed

	4.
	Public Forum
	No attendance of villagers.


	5. 
	Correspondence
	a) A request has been made from the Village Hall Committee for the Trust to consider making a donation towards the resurfacing of the Village Hall car park. After some discussion this was approved in principle.   Action L.P to feedback.
b) Trust insurance is due for renewal in April. It provides a broad range of cover and renewal was agreed.    Action L.P to renew.
c) A letter was received regarding a request for an easement across the green to enable upgraded water supply to the proposed build on the site of Saracen’s Cottage. It was hoped that a method could be found to minimise disruption and avoid the new approach road to the Golf Club being dug up.  Action L.P to  feedback to  the Wades.
d) Winston’s Wheels have requested the use of the playing field for a fund-raising event. This was approved.    Action P.T to feedback.
e)  A request has been made for a top-up donation to cover the extra costs of the Christmas parcels. This was agreed. Action P.T.
f) Correspondence was received about what seems to have become an annual event, where a large group arrive at the playing field and use it for a celebration. Concern has been raised by the amount of litter that was left spread around the area. It was agreed that a member of the Trust will approach the group for an informal chat and suggest that they may like to formalise an arrangement. Action P.T 


	6.
	Finance 
	The Trust now has a very clear, up to date financial report. Dave Crimmin’s hard work is much appreciated. A set of actions from the report were identified. 
DO we just want to put a copy of Dave’s report in here?

Actions resulting from the finance report were agreed.
It was agreed to update the Charities Committee Website to ensure that it reflects the Trust accounts as currently produced. Urgent Action P.T.
Correspondence address for the Bank needs to be changed from Russel Bower to Dave Crimmin.
DC to be set up to make payments.  Action P.T.
Action DC to contact COIF and investigate suitable investment opportunities for Trust’s funds in line with the proposed strategy.
It was greed to have the accounts independently audited. It was also agreed to pay £40 per year to have each of the previous years accounts audited? Action DC to get revised quote for this going forward
Some licenses need formalising Action P.T. to forward template to PD.
It was agreed to put a nominated amount into a savings account. Action L.P to set up.

	7.
	Golf Club report
	The Golf Club thanked the Trust for the culvert repair.

The issue regarding the water supply to Saracen’s Cottage site was noted. More details are needed.

Emails have been sent out to relevant village members regarding the tags to be used by them when using the course. 


	8.
	Donations
	 Trust agreed to make a top up donation to Alston and Plamplin charity of £66 towards Christmas parcels. 
A conversation took place about possible future uses of funds to support a wider range of groups in the village. Criteria to be discussed, linked to the Trust Deed at later meeting.

	9.
	Maintenance.
	A new field gate will be ordered be ordered. It was agreed that Vantage Property Services would fit the gate.
Action – P.T to order 6 gate and keys to posts.         Action – LP Order new sign for field.
Suffolk Wildlife Trust has been contacted for advice regarding updating a maintenance plan for the ponds. Thy have replied wanting a little more information, which has been provided. They will not be able to assess pond accurately until the spring. The intention is to develop a strategic plan to preserve the ponds around the village. 
Action L.E to continue to liaise.

	
	
	

	
	
	Meeting closed  9.30pm
Next Meeting 10th June 7.30 pm Village Hall.
Action. PD to book Village Hall for all 2025 dates 





 Confidential Section

	Land Issues.
	The Trust has been asked to allow signage to be placed on the Little Green to advertise the bungalow development. This was agreed with very clear conditions attached to the agreement. Action P.D to contact Agent.
Clearer signs have been ordered to direct construction traffic to the site on Little Green. Action P.D.
A resident of the green asked to move the temporary fencing. This was not agreed. It neds to stay in place to protect the green. 
The issues regarding Juglans is to be passed to Parish Council. Action P.D to send on chronology.
The Trust has agreed to change Solicitors. 







Parking Licences –  Phil is working on these.  Repair of the corner of the Saracen’s car park has been mentioned.




