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Signed ________________________________   Date   

Newton Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 17th May 2023 

Present: Councillors David Everett (Chairman), Ian Cole, Louise Evers, Janys Sherwood, Rita 

Schwenk and Laura Smith. 

Attending: Dave Crimmin (Clerk) and Lee Parker (Babergh District Councillor). 

John Taylor, who served as a councillor and chairman of Newton Parish Council for over 

twenty years until May 2007, sadly passed away on 12th May 2024. His contributions to the 

community were commendable, and the councillors wished to express their condolences to 

the Taylor family. 

 

24/091  Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Taylor sent his apologies. 

24/092  Declaration of Interests and Requests for Dispensation 

No interests were declared and no request for dispensation had been received. 

24/093  Minutes of Meeting held on 8th May 2024 

The meeting minutes were approved by the councillors, who resolved that the chairman should sign 

them as a correct record. 

24/094  Public Participation 

Lee Parker updated councillors that following Babergh’s AGM the Green Party has taken over the 

leadership for the next 12 months, Babergh’s Capital Grants of up to £10,000 and the General 

Election on 4th July where voters would need to prove their identity. 

24/095  Emails circulated 

Following a review of the emails circulated, no action was requested of the Clerk.  

24/096  Clerk’s Report (Appendix A) 

Following a review of the Clerk’s report, there were no actions requested of the Clerk. 

24/097  Planning 

a. There were no Planning Applications received since the agenda was posted. 

b. The councillors reviewed the status of previous applications, appeals and enforcement 

referrals (Appendix B).  

24/098  Finance 

a. The councillors authorised all payments made and due for authorisation, as itemised in the 

RFO Report (Appendix C), and the payment to Broxap of £933.60. They also noted the 

income received since the last meeting, the bank reconciliation, and the actual vs. budget for 

receipts and payments. 

b. The councillors reviewed the quotation received from Luxstone, for the proposed repairs to the 

bottom of the war memorial.  The Clerk updated councillors that Babergh’s Heritage 

department had reviewed the proposed works and had confirmed that planning permission 

was not required.  The councillors resolved that the works should proceed at a cost of £5,140 

+ VAT from the CIL Receipts budget and General Reserves.  The councillors asked the Clerk 

to write to the Newton Green Trust to see if they wished to contribute towards the war 

memorial repair costs. 

c. The councillors reviewed the request from the Village Hall Management Committee for a 

donation towards the project to replace the village hall windows.  The councillors agreed to 

defer the decision on the donation until the quotations for the works can be reviewed and 

further CIL Receipts are received by NPC in October 2024. 
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24/099  Newton Footpaths 

The council has contacted one of the landowners about a proposed footpath extension to Assington, 

but he is not willing to consider the permissive footpath currently. He is not opposed to being 

contacted again in 12 months to see if his views have changed. He did suggest an alternative route, 

which the Clerk will follow up on. Cllr Smith explained the maps that she had circulated on the history 

of footpaths in the village. 

24/100  Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan (PIIP) 

The councillors reviewed the proposed changes to the PIIP, following the works completed by NPC 

and the Village Survey in February 2024, and resolved its re-adoption. 

24/101  Allotments 

The Clerk updated councillors that all tenants had paid their rent for 2024.  He is in contact with 

Babergh to see if any permission is required for the allotments. 

24/102  Play equipment, fitness equipment and MUGA 

The Clerk updated councillors that the repair and servicing of the fitness equipment took place on the 

7th June 2024.  The broken tie on the rope ladder would necessitate a change of the entire ladder at a 

cost of £744.39 according to Wicksteed.  The Clerk is looking at an alternative solution with the 

Community Wardens. The councillors considered the issue of the condition of the tennis net on the 

MUGA.  The need for it to be erected prior to and dismantled following a match has led to it being 

severely damaged in the 3 years since it was first used. This has been caused by it not being 

dismantled after a game and being put back in the cage or being assembled by people not familiar 

with the correct procedure or being abused by other non-tennis-playing users of the MUGA.  The 

councillors are currently concerned that buying new posts and net will lead to similar destruction of 

the facility over the next year. However, they agreed to give it one more try and resolved to purchase 

new posts and net from Premier Sports Surfaces at a cost of £385 + VAT from the CIL Receipts 

budget. 

24/103  Walk of the Parish 

The councillors raised issues caused by the cutting of the Green, the bio-diversity area in the 
Recreation Ground, and the council’s footpath cutting schedule. 

24/104  Village Hall and Trust updates 

Cllr Schwenk updated councillors that the Village Hall Committee has yet to decide on the position of 

the King’s portrait in the Village Hall. The recent Trust meeting examined the Trust’s accounts, 

licenses for parking on the Green, a new treasurer, cutting of the Green, the byelaws, and the bio-

diversity area in the Recreation Ground. 

24/105  Questions to the Chair 

The following issues were raised: 

• Bus shelters tidy-up 

• Neighbourhood Watch 

• Good Neighbours Scheme 

• Meet with Mark Russell on Tuesday 9th July 2024. 
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24/106  Next Meeting  

The next Meeting of NPC will be held on Wednesday, 10th July 2024, starting at 7.30 pm in Newton 

Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 

Appendix A Clerk’s Report 

 

 

Appendix B Planning Status 

 

  

Minute Action Complete P

22/117 Awaiting NGT confirmation of location of defibrillator at Little Green.

23/222 Issues being picked up with manufacturers. P

24/009 Contractor will cut FP2 next time. P

24/066 Option for movable net circulated. P

24/069 & 

075

Website and SALC updated with Chairman and Representative details.
P

24/073 Minutes sent to BRN and updated on website. P

24/075 Website and organisations updated with representatives P

24/076 Heelis & Lodge informed of appointment. P

24/081 Order placed with Broxap of fitness equipment maintenance. P

24/083 a Payments made to suppliers, individuals and organisations. P

Clerk's Actions & Delegated Power

Requested Community Wardens to strim junctions of the A134 with Valley Road and 

A1071 as Lee Parker was informed that the works by SCC were not scheduled any time 

soon.

Clerk Hours

1st April to 2nd June 2024 -  Paid 108.00  / Worked 106.5    (Holiday Entitlement 67.20)

BDC Ref Application NPC Ref NPC Response BDC Response

DC/24/00386
Willow Farm, Further Street, Assington – Change of use of agricultural land 

and excavation of a field to create a Private Lake.
24/025c No comment

DC/24/01458
Fern Dale, Rectory Road  - Erection of first floor rear extension over single 

storey ground floor structure.
24/057a Support Permission 10/05/2024

DC/23/05872

Perrywood Garden Centre, Newton Road - Application under S73 for 

Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission 

DC/20/03810 dated 11/06/2021. Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

Erection of a new garden centre building (Use Class E) including restaurant, 

enclosed and open canopies and outdoor sales area. 

24/057b Support Permission 20/05/2024

DC/24/01500
Land West Of Blacksmith Close - Erection of 9No. Dwellings (1No 

Affordanble)
24/057c Object REFUSED 23/05/2024
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Appendix C  RFO Report 

Payments  

 

Receipts 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12/06/2024 P06

28/06/2024 P07

28/06/2024 P07

28/06/2024 P07

28/06/2024 P07

Total 3,559.87 70.00 3,629.87

Clerk Salary April to June David Crimmin 78.00 78.00

Clerk Salary April to June HMRC 103.91 103.91

Clerk Salary April to June HMRC 605.40 605.40

Clerk Salary April to June David Crimmin 2,422.56 2,422.56

MUGA Clean Premier Sports Surfaces 350.00 70.00 420.00

12 Allotment Rent 10/05/2024 Gemma Arnold 15.00

Meeting Date Minute Supplier Cost Net VAT Total Budget

20/03/24 24/045 Luxstone £550.00 £110.00 £660.00 War Memorial Maintenance

08/05/24 24/081 Broxap £778.00 £155.60 £933.60 Fitness Equipment Maintenance

£0.00

£1,328.00 £265.60 £1,593.60

Committed Spending
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End of Appendices 


