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NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held on 14" August 2024 at Newton Village Hall

Present: Councillors David Everett (Chairman), lan Cole, Louise Evers, Rita Schwenk and
Laura Smith.
Attending:  Dave Crimmin (Clerk).

24/123 Apologies for Absence
ClIr Sherwood sent her apologies.

24/124 Declaration of Interests and Requests for Dispensation
No interests were declared and no request for dispensation had been received.

24/125 Minutes of Meeting held on 10" July 2024
The councillors approved the meeting minutes and resolved that the chairman should sign them as a
correct record.

24/126 Public Participation
No issues raised.

24/127 Emails circulated
Following a review of the emails circulated, no action was requested of the Clerk.

24/128 Planning

a. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/24/03113 Hurrells Farm, Boxford Lane -
Application under Section 19 of The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990 (as amended) for DC/20/04875 dated 10/06/2021 Conversion of and extension to
outbuildings to form 1No dwelling and alterations to vehicular access.- To vary Condition 2
(Approved Plans and Documents) and Condition 3 (agreement of Design Details) - New drawings
and numbers to reflect changes on-site whilst works are underway and to allow for change of
design following a pre-application and resolved to support the application.

b. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/24/03111 Hurrells Farm, Boxford Lane -
Application under S73a for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning
Permission DC/20/04874 dated 10/06/2021 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) -
Conversion of and extension to outbuildings to form 1No dwelling and alterations to vehicular
access.. To vary Conditions 2 (Approved Plans and Documents), 3 (Landscaping Scheme), 5
(Design Details) 6 (Visibility Splays), 8 (Ecological Appraisal Recommendations), 9 (Biodiversity
Enhancement Strategy), 10 (Wildlife Sensitive Lighting), 11 (Land Contamination Investigation
and Remediation) - New drawings to reflect changes on-site whilst works are underway and to
allow for change of design following a pre-application. new drawing numbers to reflect changes
and resolved to support the application.

c. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/24/03401 Brooke House, Sudbury Road
- Application for works to Tree subject to Tree Preservation Order (WS215/A1) - Remove to
ground level an area of laurel, mixed shrubs and vegetation (G2) and strim/remove smaller
vegetation. Reduce height of a row of conifer (G3) by 50%, trimming and tidying the sides.
Remove to ground level Cherry Tree (T4), reduce Silver Maple Tree (T5) by 30-50% and reduce
branches creating natural shape. Trim and tidy to maintain shape Red Robin (H10) and resolved
to support the application.

d. No further Planning Application had been received since the agenda was posted.

e. The councillors considered the road name for the 6-dwelling development behind Juglans.
Newton’s road names off the A134, refer to buildings (Church, School, Mill, Rectory, Red
House, Whisper Wood, Airey Houses), historic (Alston, Plamplin, Blacksmith) and areas
(Valley, Links, Rotten, Nicholsons field). The councillors followed this tradition and resolved
to suggest Little Green Close, due to the proposed road coming off Little Green.

Signed Date
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f.  The councillors reviewed the status of previous applications, appeals and enforcement
referrals (Appendix A).

24/129 Finance
a. The councillors resolved to approve and accept the external audit report produced by PKF
Littlejohn for the year ending 31st March 2024 (Appendix B). There were no issues raised by
the auditor.
b. The councillors authorised all payments made and due for authorisation, as itemised in the
RFO Report (Appendix C) as well as the payment of £60 + VAT to Mortimer Contracts Ltd for
the repair to the rope ladder on the play equipment.

24/130 Questions to the Chair
Grass cutting to the boundary of the Green was discussed as well as the current installation of
broadband in the Village Hall.

24/131 Next Meeting
The next Meeting of NPC will be held on Wednesday, 11" September 2024, starting at 7.30 pm in
Newton Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 7.55 pm.

Appendix A Planning Status

BDC

BDC Ref Application NPC Ref | NPC Response
Response

Willow Farm, Further Street, Assington —
DC/24/00386 |Change of use of agricultural land and 24/025¢ No comment
excavation of a field to create a Private Lake.

Elderberry Lodge Plot 1, Rectory Road -
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation
of a Condition following grant of Planning
Permission DC/21/06411 dated 04.02.2022.
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended).- To vary Condition 2 (Approved
DC/24/02834 |Plans and Documents) Omit Balcony to rear 24/113a Support
elevation. Omit first floor gable overhang to
front elevation. External materials to be
brickwork. (External materials to match plot 2
(Already constructed)). Minor changes to
fenestration. Amended cartlodge design
(Reduction in size)

Signed Date
Newton Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 17" May 2023
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Appendix B External Audit Report & Certificate

Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Newton Parish Council — SF0286

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of intemnal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature PK,C ! . # ‘.91’0 A’\ up Date 15/07/2024
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page 6 of 6

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

Signed Date
Newton Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 17" May 2023




Series Page 335
NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 14" August 2024 at Newton Village Hall

Appendix C RFO Report
Payments charged since last meeting

Net VAT Gross Budget
ICO - via Direct Debit £35.00 £0.00 £35.00 Annual Subs - ICO

Payments for your authorisation

Net VAT Gross Budget
PKF Littlejohn £210.00 £42.00 £252.00 Admin — Audit Fees
Flowers Groundcare £450.00 £0.00 £450.00 CIL — Rec Ground
£100.00 £0.00 £100.00 Open Space — Village Sign
£100.00 £0.00 £100.00 Open Space — War Mem
Sudbury Town Council £246.30 £49.26 £295.56 CIL — Comm W’ns Hours
£33.80 £6.76 £40.56 CIL — Comm W’ns Miles
Luxstone £2,570.00 £514.00 £3,084.00 CIL — War Memorial
End of Appendices
Signed Date

Newton Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 17" May 2023



