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NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Meeting held on 19th March 2025 at Newton Village Hall 

 

 

   

Signed ________________________________   Date   

Newton Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 17th May 2023 

Present: Councillors Paul Presland (Chairman), Louise Evers, Janys Sherwood, Rita Schwenk 

and Philip Taylor. 

Attending: James Finch (Suffolk County Councillor), Lee Parker (Babergh District Councillor) and 

Dave Crimmin (Clerk). 

25/043  Apologies for Absence 

No apologies received. 

25/044  Declaration of Interests and Requests for Dispensation 

No interests were declared, and no request for dispensation was received. 

25/045  Minutes of Meeting held on 12th February 2025 

The councillors approved the meeting minutes and resolved that the chairman should sign them as a 

correct record. 

25/046  Councillor Vacancy 

The Clerk reported that an application had been received from Russell Bower to fill one of the 

councillor vacancies.  After reviewing the letter the councillors agreed that Mr Bower should be co-

opted as a member of NPC.  Once Mr Bower returns from his holiday, the Clerk will arrange for him to 

sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and banking mandate instructions, ahead of the following 

NPC meeting. 

25/047  Public Participation 

The councillors reviewed Lee Parker’s and James Finch’s previously submitted reports. Lee Parker 

updated councillors on Devolution and the Local Government Review.  James Finch updated 

councillors that SCC are proposing one unitary council for Suffolk and gave an update on the 

pedestrian crossing project. 

25/048  Emails circulated 

Following a review of the emails circulated, the councillors agreed that the proposed donation of £200 

for the Newton PCC art exhibition would stand so long as the proposed event is of a similar nature to 

the original proposal. They also agreed that they were satisfied with the existing social media 

platforms in Newton to act as a Neighbourhood Watch scheme. 

25/049  Clerk’s Report (Appendix A) 

Following a review of the Clerk’s report, the Clerk also updated councillors that he had approved the 

replacement of a shed and water tank on an allotment as they did not exceed the dimensions of the 

items being replaced.  He also updated councillors of the maintenance of the Play Equipment on the 

20th March 2025 and the Forever Fit Equipment on the 31st March 2025. 

25/050  Planning 

a. Two Planning Application has been received since the agenda was posted which require a 

response before the next meeting: 

The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/25/00782 - Barns East Of Newton 

Leys, Joes Road - Application to determine if Prior Approval is required for a proposed 

Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to Dwellinghouses (C3) and for building operations 

reasonably necessary for conversion. Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 

Development)(England) Order 2015 as amended Schedule 2, Part 3, Class Q - Conversion 

of 4no.existing agricultural barns on the site to create 10no. 1 and 2-bedroom dwellings 

(following removal of modern nissen hut) and resolved that they were concerned with the 

increase in the number of vehicle movements at the site onto a rural C category road. 
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The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/25/01030 – Hook End Sudbury Road - 

Notification of Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order (BT143) T1 Lime Tree To 

reduce the crown by approximately 4m in height, 2m below the previous pruning points, to 

trim the sides slightly as required to leave a balanced but smaller and lower more compact 

crown to the tree and resolved that they had no objections. 

b. The councillors reviewed the status of previous applications, appeals and enforcement 

referrals (Appendix B). The councillors discussed the enforcement actions being undertaken 

on the Nut Farm and Rotten Row Barn with Lee Parker. 

25/051  Finance 

a. The councillors authorised all payments made and due for authorisation, as itemised in the 

RFO Report (Appendix C). They also noted the income received since the last meeting, the 

bank reconciliation, and the actual vs. budget for receipts and payments. 

b. After reviewing the NPC asset register, the councillors agreed that it was a true reflection of 

the assets. 

25/052  Pedestrian Crossing 

The Clerk updated councillors that the traffic survey is to be undertaken between the 20th and 27th 
March 2025.  SCC Highways will be analysing the data once complete and there should be an update 
before the April meeting. 

25/053  Data Map 

The councillors reviewed the data map and were happy that it reflected the NPC’s GDPR issues 
accurately. 

25/054  Parish Survey 

The councillors agreed that due to the ongoing pedestrian crossing project, that they will consider the 

timing of the Parish Survey at the May meeting. 

25/055  Litter Pick and Coffee Morning 

The councillors reviewed the plans for the Litter Pick and Coffee Morning on the 29th March 2025.  

Cllrs Taylor and Presland will put out and collect the road signs being borrowed from Sudbury Town 

Council and the Clerk will make the bacon rolls for the Litter Pick which start at 8.30am. The Village 

Hall will be running a raffle at the Coffee Morning which starts at 10am. 

25/056  Walk of the Parish 

Councillors raised the issue of grass cuttings on the pavement outside the Deans and on the golf 

course which Cllr Taylor will bring up with the Golf Club. Cllr Presland raised the issue of dog litter in 

and around the allotments. He will discuss with allotment holders the issue of access to the allotments 

from the side nearest to the houses. 

25/057  Village Hall and Trust updates 

Cllr Taylor updated councillors that the Trust had received a £200,000 easement from the developer 

of the properties behind Juglans, installed additional signs on the Green by Juglans and the water 

pipe installation to Saracens Cottage. Cllr Schwenk updated councillors that the windows installation 

at the Village Hall was now complete, the re-painting of the hall is now being planned and the 

committee were looking at the resurfacing of the car park. 

25/058  Questions to the Chair 

Cllr Schwenk stated that the pot holes on Rectory Road had been reported on the SCC website. 
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25/059  Next Meeting  

The next NPC meeting will be held on Wednesday, 9th April 2025, starting at 7.30 pm in Newton 

Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 

Appendix A Clerk’s Report 

 

Appendix B Planning Status 

  

Minute Action Complete P

22/117 NPC do not need any further approval for the defibrillator outside Juglans. P

25/020 Notice Board, website and SALC updated with new chairman details P

25/024 Minutes sent to BRN and updated on website. P

25/029 Clerk's appraisal now scheduled for the 24th March 2025.

25/031 a Payments made to suppliers. P

25/031 b David Everett removed from bank mandate. P

25/033 Signed SLA returned to Sudbury Town Council. P

25/034 Arranged deliver of road signs from Sudbury Town Council for litter pick.  Wrote to 

Newton Grove associations regarding litter pick.
P

25/035 Updated Policies and Procedures on website. P

25/037 Newton Neighbourhood Plan scheduled for bi-monthly reviews by NPC. P

25/041 New Contract of Employment signed by Clerk and given to chairman. P

Clerk's Actions & Delegated Power

Purchase of padlocks for MUGA and spare keys for NPC cabinet at Village Hall.

Clerk Hours

1st April 2024 to 16th February 2025 -  Paid 552  / Worked 551.25 (Holiday Entitlement 

67.20)

BDC Ref Application NPC Ref NPC Response
BDC 

Response

EN/17/00411/COU

The Nut Farm, Land west of Perrywoods Garden Centre, 

Newton Road - An Enforcement Notice was issued 13 

January 2020 against the unauthorised change of use of 

land from agriculture to a mixed use for agriculture and 

residential occupancy; the change of use of the land for the 

siting of 1 no. static caravan for residential occupancy; the 

change of use of the land for siting of touring caravans; the 

change of use of the land for the siting of a horsebox; the 

change of use of the land for the domestic items not 

related to the agricultural use of the land; the change of 

use of the land for the siting of a portable toilet and 

operational development involving the erection of sheds, 

outbuildings and livestock enclosures.

Babergh is 

currently 

taking legal 

action against 

non-

compliance 

with notice. 

Case is due 

for hearing in 

Magistraites 

Court in May 

2025.

AP/24/00095

Planning Appeal  Land West Of, Blacksmith Close - 

Reference APP/W3520/W/24/3351995 against refusal of 

application for the Erection of 9No. Dwellings (1No 

Affordable)

24/173a
No further 

comment
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Appendix C  RFO Report 

Payments made since the last meeting  

    Net  VAT  Gross  Budget 

Auto Innovations  £80.00  £16.00  £96.00  CIL 

Unity Trust   £6.00  £0.00  £6.00  Service charges 
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Receipts Received since last meeting 
 

Babergh       £291.61 Recycling 

Payments for your authorisation 

    Net  VAT  Gross  Budget 

Geoxphere Ltd  £54.00  £10.80  £64.80  Digital Software 

DF Crimmin salary  £2,498.52 £0.00  £2,498.52 Clerk Salary 

DF Crimmin WFHA  £78.00  £0.00  £78.00  Clerk WFHA 

HMRC    £761.64 £0.00  £761.64 Clerk Tax & NPC NI 

DF Crimmin   £450.37 £20.82  £471.19 Various Expenses. 

Village Hall   £420.00 £0.00  £420.00 Hall Hire 

 

 
 

End of appendices. 

Meeting Date Minute Supplier Cost Net VAT Total Budget

10/07/24 24/114 Newton PCC £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Donations

09/10/24 24/159 Broxap £395.00 £79.00 £474.00 FFE Maintenance

11/12/24 24/194g Wicksteed £2,755.03 £551.01 £3,306.03 Play Equipment Maintenance

£3,350.03 £630.01 £3,980.03

Committed Spending


